CLEMENCEAU

which throw light upon some of the difficult material problems
nearer at hand. And Clemenceau, too, appears to fall into
the line of reasoning with which he reproaches Comte; for,
as will be seen later, he views nature as a mass of matter
evolving and differentiating and organising and vivifying
itself with the interminable antagonisms and mutual devourings
of the various forms of existence on this planet, and possibly
on other worlds of the infinitely little, and then, when the great
suns die out, disappearing and beginning all over again as two
of these huge extinguished luminaries collide in space. This
material philosophy, when carried to its ultimate issue, still
answers no question and furnishes no clue to the strange
inexplicable movement of the universe in which man is but a
sentient and partially intelligent automaton. What explana-
tion does this give of any of the problems of social or individual
ethic, or of the impulse which led Clemenceau the doctor to
treat his patients in Montmartre gratuitously, instead of building
up a valuable practice in a rich quarter ? and urged Clemenceau
the politician to pass the greater part of his life in an uphill
fight against the domination of the sordid minority and the
timid acquiescence of the apathetic masses rather than accept
the high positions which were pressed upon him time after
time?

Such reflections would be out of place at this point, but for
the fact that Clemenceau has invariably contended that his
career has been all of a piece, maintaining that the vigorous
young physiologist and doctor of twenty-four and twenty-five
held the same opinions and was moved by the same aspirations
that have guided the mature man throughout. Whether
heredity and surroundings fully account in every particular
for all that he has said, done and achieved w a question which
Clemenceau also might decline to answer with the defimteness
he considers desirable in general philosophy* But that his
doctor's thesis of 1865 did in the main give the scientific basis
of his material creed can scarcely be disputed.

The following yea& 1866, was the year of^the Prusso-Italian
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